REVIEW: Lightsphere

his cute
little
gizmo was
brought to the
attention of
your Editor by
article co-author,
lan Stewart. As with
so many things, the
simple ideas are the
best. This is a light modifier,
which attaches to your hammer-
head or cobra-head flash gun to broaden and soften the
light for both fill-in flash and main-source flash work. Such is
the construction that it can also double as a lens protector or
a macro light tent (although its predecessor was a better
light tent for small-scale work).

Construction

There are a number of models, each of which is specific
to a particular flashgun. The construction is a semi-
transparent, moulded neoprene, 4 2" in diameter and 4”
high. It is quite flexible (think neoprene plastic tubing)
and fits and holds (by friction) to the front aperture of the
flash tube. The test model required quite a bit of tugging

to pull it over the gun-head. It is only a couple of ounces in
weight.

The unit may be used open or capped off with the new,
inverted dome (LS2PJD), which is made from a translucent
polypropylene. This cap replaces the original, which protruded
from the cylindrical portion and, apparently, sometimes
caused flare, because it was too far forward.

On Test
The unit was tested on a Vivitar 283 cobra-shaped gun
powered by a 6v/6Ah waist pack, delivering flashes to
within 1/10th of a stop on
T T : ———__ successive pops. For
3 realism we measured
the outputina 15"x15’
x 8'6" bedroom with a
white emulsion ceiling,
shooting at a range of
3.6 metres at 200ISO and
measuring the light on
a well-calibrated Gossen
Mastersix flash meter. Such
a set-up would be typical
of pre-wedding bride’s-
home shot. It enabled us
to measure a realistic guide
number for the gun-diffuser
combination.

In practical terms, shooting
at 3.6m (11ft) and 200I1SO
gave a working stop between
5.6 and f11%2 on full gun-
power, ie more than enough.
The laws of physics demand
that you lose quite a bit
of directed light energy
as soon as you diffuse
the beam. We found that
fitting the inverted dome
reduced the nominal guide
number from 24 (ISO 100 in
metres) to between 10 and
13 depending upon the
orientation. Using the gun
and the Lightsphere gave an
aperture of f8 at 10 to 11ft
at 200ISO, quite a workable
light level for flash-only
illumination.
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For fill flash outdoors, assuming your flash was to be set for
half the ambient light level, would give you around f8 (ie
assuming about 1-stop loss due to the absence of a ceiling).

The inverted dome warmed the colour by about 800°K. This
would not be a problem if you either bespoke white balanced
the flash or were in a RAW file workflow. Others may take the
view that the 800°K shift is desirable anyway!

lan Stewart kindly provided some examples of shots taken BELOW: lan
using the Lightsphere both singly and in a threesome. The Stewart's group
quality of light produced by the unit is difficult to quantify but shot, see details
it certainly spreads the light quite evenly. The three-up use in the text.

on the large family group is particularly impressive for such a

continued on page 50 »
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EFFECTIVE GUIDE NUMBERS WITH LIGHTSPHERE

Orientation f-Stop Distance m GN200ISOm GN100ISOm

David A Williams
Australia’s Contemporary Wedding
Photographer

A Seminar not to be missed by those who
want to take their photography forward

January 2006

Coventry - Friday 13th January

Royal Court Hotel”

Manchester Thursda:”r 19th January

> Hotel
Duhlm Sunday 22nd January
Red Cow

Old Sodbury Nr. Bristel -Tuesday 24th January

Flat-No Dome 13.1 3.6 47 24
Flat-Dome 7.4 3.6 27 13
45° No Dome 6.9 3.6 25 12
Up Dome 5.5 3.6 20 10

Cross Hands
East Grinstead - Wednesday 25th January
‘he Roebuck Hotel

“Good WEdding Chelmsford -Thursday 26th January
photography is not Channels Goif-Club

about complicated
posing, painted
backdrops, sumptuous

backgrounds or five 9.30am - 4.30pm
lights used brilliantly. e
It is about expression, _ £60 Non Members
interaction and life!

The rest is secondary”.

before”. Sad, because that means there’s
nothing left to see. It’s something | try to
never say, although | might well suggest great
familiarity with it all. Every wedding has a
skeletal resemblance, but the musculature is
always different. Saying you've seen it all
before removes your ability to react to, and
respond to wonderful interactions. It makes
you cynical. Cynicism is one of the greatest
contributors to a lack of creativity. And if you
cannot be creative - then how can you gain
satisfaction and enjoyment from an

occupation based on ﬁmﬁvlty?

SWPP & BPPA 6 Bath St., Rhyl LL18 3EB
Tel 01745 356935

Wﬂj The most distressing thing to hear from any
. — photographer is that they’ve “Seen it all
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lightweight and compact lighting set-up. The shot was made
with a Canon 580 as the master and a 550EX and 430EX as
slaves, all using a Lightsphere.The master was pointed up at
45° and the slaves were pointed vertically. Exposure was 1/60
at f5.6 on a Canon EOS 1D MKkl at 17mm focal length and
400ISO.There was a white celing at about 20ft height.

In the second example, of a bridal group, a single Canon 580
flash was used on the Stroboframe (see below). Exposure
conditions were 1/80 at 3.2, 28mm focal length and 1ISO500
on the Canon 1Ds MkIl. Note the good balance between

the external daylight and the interior - you can also see the
Lightsphere in the window as a reflection (above the bride's
head).

Where to put it?

While there are many answers to this question, the two correct
ones are - directly above the camera or high to one side or
the other. Using the Lightsphere directly on top of the camera
and facing forward is the least desirable, as the catch light is
centred on the pupil. Also, locating the flash on the hot shoe
does not present it in the correct place for portrait format
shooting. There are a number of devices for holding flash
gun(s) away from the camera and a quick Google for the topic
rapidly scored tens of devices. The trick seems to be finding
the middle ground between getting the flash away from the
lens axis and leaving the photographer looking like a mobile
telephone mast! However, a good flash bracket seeks out the
ground between red-eye at one end and the need for an ever-
present, tall assistant at the other.

There is also the matter of camera balance. The top-heavy set-
up is always likely to fall forward if the photographer bends
down (say, to adjust the bride’s train). For this reason the thing
to look for in a bracket is stiffness, light weight and the quality
of the bracketing to interface with your tripod. A good, padded
grip for the left hand is also vital.

The Stroboframe PressT as illustrated is one of the better
offerings and even has a retracting arm so that the assembly
may be placed on the ground without toppling over. The unit
shown is attached to a Manfroto compatible plate, which has
to be tightened with a coin so that it does not protrude and
interfere with the tripod slot.

EXPODISC White Balance Filter ...
N—

A fast & convenient way to assure
correct colour at point of capture

* The white balance solution for digita
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5 in mixed and difficult lighting

s your grey cards and white cards

BEFORE AFTER

\ www.flaghead.co.uk
Tel: 01202 733123
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EXPO Depth of Field Guide

The new Expo Aperture Depth of Field
Guide — a simple and fast way of
determining the best aperture setting
for selective focus

st and accurate

ks with filrm cameras,

rdd rellfilm
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Great for E-Bay sellers,
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FINAL THOUGHTS

Use of the Lightsphere will obviously bear some closer inspection as
time progresses, it is only after a period of use in real work that we
will be able to evaluate it fully. Reading the comments on the various
forums suggests that you have to work with it for a while to exploit it
fully, but on the evidence so far it seems like a very effective method
for controlling your light when circumstances force you to work with
lightweight, portable systems.

Contact e-mail address for UK and European enquiries is
orders@bbjimports.com

UK retail price is £44.99 plus £5 p&p

The inverted dome comes separately at £12.95 + £5 p&p

www.studio-out-of-the-box.com
® See website for full animated
el demonstration - it's really great!

product 5:ewsletters Ll @ Sturdy all-metal baseboard
extends to 30" camens up to S00g not included)

® Includes double-sided background roll
‘_'"1,-@5 3, smooth/fabric
: material

In-house

ilti position camera platform

/ RAISER

/~ For more information
or nearest stockists call

01249 715 333

rtable case 24"x19"x4"

o
Folds down completely into a po

The perfect partner
for digital or analogue
SLR cameras

Choose from two madels, both multi-
functional flashguns with a guide
Mo, of 50m(1651t) at ISO100! This large
light output is infinitely controllable with TTL
exposure control, Other features
include bounce and swivel head
functions. There is also an auto-
zoom function which automatically
sets the illumination angle in
accordance with the focal length of
the lens and AF auxilliary feature that
lets you control AF in difficult lighting
situations

EF-500 DG ST
Easy io use, with all of the above features
EF-500 DG SUPER

As above, but also includes TTL wireless
communication, built-in slave sensor, modelling
flash, synchro flash for high shutter speeds and
rear-curtain synchro for motion photography.

NOW AVAILABLE
MACRO EM-140 DG
A dual tube macro flash that is ideal faor
shadowless, fine detail work in close-up
photography. Flash tubes can be fired
together or separately for different effects.
Flash ring adapters are available
for a wide variety of lenses.

For further information on the
SIGMA Electronic Flash Series
contact Sigma Imaging (UK) Ltd.
13 Little Mundells, Welwyn
Garden City, Herts. ALT 1EW
Tel: 01707 329 999
sales@sigma-imaging-uk.com
W sigma-imaging-uk.com




